
SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY 
 

Basic Observer training course 
Santo, Vanuatu 

 
18 August – 19 Septembre 2014 

 
Agenda 

 
Week 1 (18 – 22) 

 
TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  
0830 Introduction 

Timetable 
PIRFO Observer 
Assessment 
Journal 
 
Sifa 

Review Latitude and 
longitude 
Glen 
Distance, speed and 
time 
Plotting and chart work  
Glen 

Navigation Test 
 
Glen 

Introduction to 
Purse seine 
Fishing 
operation and 
gear Target 
species, by 
catch, 
FAD/Floating 
object, free 
school, PS 
forms 
Sifa 

Tuna ID Test 
 
Review 

Navigation Test 
 
Gen – 3 (Sifa) 

1000                                                                            MORNING TEA 
1030 
 

Navigation 
 
24 hour time format 
Glen 
Ship’s time 
UTC date and time Sifa 

Review Navigation 
Pre-test 
 
Sifa 

Review Billfish ID 
PIRO PPP 
Sifa 
 
Shark ID 
Sifa  

PS-1 page 1 
Glen 

Purse seine 
Observer form 2  
Sifa 

1200                                                                                 LUNCH 
1300 
 

Latitude and longitude 
Glen 

Tuna ID 
Adult and Juvenile tuna 
Sifa 

Longline species 
GE 
Review Tuna ID 
Ricky 

PS-1 page 2 
Glen 

Purse seine 
Observer form 2 
Sifa 

1500  AFTERNOON TEA 
1530 
 

Latitude and longitude 
Distance, speed and 
time 
Plotting and chart work 
Glen 
Collection of Journals 
SF 

Billfish 
Sifa 

 
Purse seine by 
catch species ID 
Sifa 

PPP on Floating 
objects 
Workbook 2014 
Intro PS-2 
Sifa 

Purse seine 
Observer form 2 
 Sifa 

1630 CLOSE 
 

WEEK 2 (25 – 29) 
 
TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  
0830 Review Tuna Test 

Billfish ID Test 
Sifa 

PS-1 Test 
Glen 

PS-2 Test 
Sifa 

PS 3 Test 
Glen 
  

PS-4 Test 
Sifa 

1000                                                                            MORNING TEA 
1030 Review PS-2 PS-1 Test PS-2 Test PS-3 Test PS-4 Test 



 Ricky 
1200                                                                                 LUNCH 
1300 PS-3 

 
Glen 

PS–4 
 
Sifa 

Gen-5 
Ricky 

Introduction 
to Longline 
fishing and 
gear 
Sifa 

LL-1 
Ricky 

1500  AFTERNOON TEA 
1530 PS–3 

Glen 
PS- 4 
Sifa 

Gen-5 
Ricky 

LL-1 
 
Ricky 

 LL-2/3 
Sifa 

1630 CLOSE 
 
 

Week 3 (1st - 5th) 
 
TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  
0830 Longline species and PS 

by catch species ID Test 
Glen 
 

 
Review LL- 4 exercise 
 
Glen 

Test on LL-1 &2/3 
 
Sifa 

LL-4 Test 
 
Glen 

Gen -5 test 
 
Sifa 

1000                                                                            MORNING TEA 
1030 
 

Review PS Tests 
Sifa & Glen  
 

 
Dolphin & whale ID 
 
Sifa 

Gen – 6 
 
Ricky 

LL-4 Test Review Tests 

1200                                                                                 LUNCH 
1300 LL- 2/3 

 
Sifa 

Turtle ID 
 
 
Glen 
 

Gen – 2 
 
Sifa 

Gen-5 
scenario 
 
Ricky 

Retest 
 
Navigation 

1500  AFTERNOON TEA 
1530 LL-4 

 
Glen 
 
Gen-1 
PS-5 
 
Sifa 

Review LL-1 & 2/3 
 
Ricky 

Review LL-4 
 

Gen-5 
scenario 
 
 
Ricky 

Retest 
 
Billfish and 
tuna 

1630 CLOSE 
 
 

Week 4 (8th – 12th) 
 
TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  
0830 Shark ID test 

Sifa 
Whales & Dolphins 
ID Test 
Sifa 

Turtle ID test 
Glen 

US Treaty 
FFA 
WCPFC 
PNA PPP 
Sifa 

Tag 
Recovery 
test 
Glen 

1000                                                                            MORNING TEA 
1030 
 

Tag recovery 
Glen 

 
PS-5 

Biological 
Sampling 

Pole and line 
 

Retest 



Sifa Glen 
 
CMM 
Sifa 
 
Gen-2 & Gen 4 
Sifa 

Sifa 
 
MSC 
(Concept) 
Sifa 

1200                                                   LUNCH 
1300 Tag Recovery 

 
Photography 
Sifa 

Review Tests 
All 

MSC 
Sifa 

Retest 

1500  AFTERNOON TEA 
1300 Tag Recovery 

 
Photography  Review Tests Review Tag 

recovery 
 
Glen 

Collection 
of Journal 
Glen 

1630 CLOSE 
 

 
Week 5 (15th – 19th) 

 
TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  
0830 PS Trip report 

 
 
Sifa 
 

Final Test 
 
Sifa 

Port sampling (LL and 
PS) 
 
OFP website, data 
collection forms and 
PIRFO website. 
   
Sifa 
 

 Trainees depart 

1000                                                                            MORNING TEA 
1030 
 

LL Trip Report 
 
Support forms 
 
Sifa 

Final Test 
 
 

Review final test 
 
 
Sifa 

  

1200                                                   LUNCH 
1300 Support forms 

 
 
Trip Preparation and 
observer onboard 
 
Sifa 

 Review Journal   

1500  AFTERNOON TEA 
1530 Debriefing 

(introduction) 
 
Ricky 

   Graduation 
and PIRFO 
Certificate 
 

 

1630 CLOSE 
 


