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Objective

The objective of this project component is to establish effective management and monitoring arrangements in countries that have an existing marine aquarium trade. The component will also work with two or three countries to promote the development of the trade where it does not exist at present. The marine aquarium trade provides a sustainable source of income for coastal communities, which does not compete with fisheries supplying fish for food.

Strategy

The marine aquarium trade in the Pacific Islands is a story of successful private sector development. There are currently 12 countries involved, with at least two others wishing to enter the trade. The business is estimated to be worth USD $40–60 million a year to Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) and accounts for 10–15% of the global supply. It is estimated to provide some level of income (ranging from full-time employment to occasional sales and royalty payments) to over 5,000 Pacific Island households.

The companies operating in the Pacific Islands have generally sought to establish an environmentally sustainable business, driven by the demands of their customers, and have avoided the bad practice which is prevalent in major suppliers like Indonesia and the Philippines. This can be best supported by transparent and soundly based management plans, put in place by PICT Governments, with the backing of appropriate legislation. Assisting with this is the main activity of this component.

The countries are at different stages of developing and/or managing their aquarium fishery. In Samoa and Nauru there is no fishery, but surveys have found a suitable resource and the airline links would seem to offer opportunities. In these countries this project component will assess the financial viability, and encourage linkages between the Government and suitable private sector partners. In FSM and Solomon Islands, there are active fisheries but no management arrangements, and these needs to be developed through a consultative process. Marshall Islands and Kiribati have management guidelines in place, which need to be developed into formal management plans. Palau has a management plan, but it is outdated and needs to be reviewed in the light of changes in the industry. Tonga, Fiji and Vanuatu (which account for the bulk of the trade) have well defined management plans in place, and need assistance mainly with monitoring of export volumes. Papua New Guinea has pursued a rather different approach from other PICTs, and has been subsidizing the start-up of a supposedly commercial operator. There are reports that this is not going well, and this project component may be able to assist with putting in place more commercially sound arrangements (to be discussed during the SPC joint country strategy mission in 2010).

The second cluster of activities is associated with the private sector: financial assessment of potential new operations and promoting opportunities to the private sector. This project component can also provide capacity building for local fish collectors in the areas of catching and handling. This leads to better quality and higher survival rates of fish at capture and export, giving increased financial returns and reducing waste of the resource.

This component will also take into consideration any existing efforts from other groups and will consult and develop working relationships with those groups that are relevant to learn from their experiences and to avoid duplication of work. Some of these groups include the Marine Aquarium Council on certification for this industry, the Queensland Department of Primary Industries with their experience in managing this industry, and other projects such as the Coral Triangle Initiative with their experience with Asian based marine aquarium operators and CRISP for the application of post larval capture in the marine aquarium industry.
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For more information, please contact: Colette Wabnitz , 
Fisheries Scientist (Aquarium trade)

This Program is funded by the Australian aid program

  
    Outputs related to the project
  
    Fact sheet
    -   Marine aquarium fish
 PDF Link (500 kb)

  
    Reports and publications
    -  Temperature profiles of live fish shipments between New Caledonia and the United Kingdom - by C. Wabnitz, F. Magron, A. Teitelbaum and D. Thomson
 PDF Link (1.0 Mb)

    -  Assessment of coral fragmentation and grow-out methodologies for the aquarium trade in Pohnpei, FSM - by A. Teitelbaum
 PDF Link (800 kb)

    -  Post Larval Capture Collection (PCC) and rearing of ornamental shrimp and lobster species in Kavieng, Papua New Guinea - by A. Teitelbaum, T. Militz, C. Wabnitz, C. Dako and J. Kinch
 PDF Link (1.0 Mb)

    -  Rapid commercial aquarium fish surveys in Upolu, Samoa - by C. Wabnitz and T. Nahacky
 PDF Link (1.4 Mb)
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http://www.spc.int/coastfish/en/contact-us/58-cfsms-staff/39-colette-wabnitz-colette-wabnitz.html
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_15_Aquarium_trade_FactSheet.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_15_Temperature_profiles_live_fish_transport_New_Caledonia_UK.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Teitelbaum_15_Coral_fragmentation_assessment_evaluation_Pohnpei.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Teitelbaum_15_PNG_PCC_for_lobsters_and_shrimps.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_15_Aquarium_fish_surveys_Upolu.pdf
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    -  Rapid aquarium fish stock assessment and evaluation of industry best practices in Kosrae, Federated States of Micronesia - by C. Wabnitz and T. Nahacky
 PDF Link (850 kb)

    -   Distribution of Noah’s giant clam, Tridacna noae  - by P. Borsa et al. Marine Biodiverity - August 2014
 Link

    -   Aquarium fish black list and recommendations for the management of aquarium fish collection in French Polynesia - by T. Nahacky and C. Wabnitz 
 PDF Link (750 kb)

    -   Commercial survey for ornamental fish species in Nauru - by C. Wabnitz and T. Nahacky                              
 PDF Link (700 kb)

    -   Best practices for the ornamental trade in Tonga - by C. Wabnitz and T. Nahacky
 PDF Link (1.7 Mb)

    -   Commercial aquarium fish stock assessment in Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia - by C. Wabnitz and T. Nahacky                              
 PDF Link (4.5 Mb)

  
    News
    -   Pacific Islands flame angelfish probably all belong to the same stock. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 146:9–10.                              
 PDF Link (240 kb)

    -   Commercial marine aquarium surveys in Samoa. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 146:11–13.                              
 PDF Link (240 kb)

    -  Tridacna noae  is back. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 144:30.                              
 PDF Link (240 kb)

    -   Commercial marine ornamental fish surveys in Kavieng. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 141:18-19.                              
 PDF Link (429 kb)
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http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_14_Kosrae__Aquarium_Fishery_Report.pdf
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12526-014-0265-9
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Nahacky_14_FP_Black_List.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_13_Nauru_AquariumFish4.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_14_Tonga_Aquarium.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Wabnitz_15_PNI_Aquarium_Fishery_Report.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/146/FishNews146_09_Wabnitz.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/146/FishNews146_11_Wabnitz.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/145/FishNews145_30_Wabnitz.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/141/FishNews141_18_PNG_Aquarium.pdf
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    -   The marine aquarium trade in Papua New Guinea: Historical context and current activities. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 141:37-40.                              
 PDF Link (209 kb)

    -   Postlarval capture and culture of Tridacna maxima  giant clams in French Polynesia. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 139:16–19. 
 PDF Link (710 kb)

    -   Sustainable development and strategic planning for New Caledonia’s aquarium fishery. SPC Fisheries Newsletter 136:10. 
 PDF Link (70 kb)

  
    Documentary
    -   Horizon Pacifique: Coquillages (in French)                              

Link
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http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/141/FishNews141_37_Dandava_Oli.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/139/FishNews139_16_Remoissenet.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/136/FishNews136x_10_AquariumNC.pdf
http://polynesie.la1ere.fr/emissions/horizon-pacifique
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